




Kevin Addington graduated from EHS in 1979 and is a lifelong resident of 
Elizabethtown.  He received his associates degree from ECC and bachelors of Agricultural 
Economics from the University of Kentucky in 1983.  He opened Addington Transportation, Inc. 
in 1991 to service regional factories with commercial warehousing, transportation, and 
production support.  Since then he has expanded into commercial property leasing, automotive 
service with Metro Auto Spa in Radcliff and is a founding member of Kentucky Neighborhood 
Bank.  He has served in community spirit with the Elizabethtown Heritage Council, Big Brother 
Big Sisters, as President of the Noon Rotary Club, Chair of the Central Kentucky Community 
Foundation, Vice-chair of the Hardin County Library Board, United Way, Elizabethtown Police 
Foundation, and the Hardin Memorial Hospital Foundation.  He was chosen to represent Rotary 
International to Sydney Australia in 1999, was a member of the Leadership Kentucky class of 
2012, and was named to the ECTC distinguished alumni in 2015.  Most recently Addington has 
been involved with revitalization of downtown Elizabethtown.  With renewed interest from 
others as well, progress has been made with restoration of buildings on or near “the square” to 
allow for dining, music, art, and loft-style living.  Addington’s hobbies include vintage cars and 
travel.  He and his wife Lisa have 3 children, Shane, Lily, and Ava, and they attend First 
Presbyterian Church. 

 





Mrs. Patricia V. Durbin graduated from EHS in 1955.  She taught at EHS for 36 years 
and has continued to be an avid supporter of the district.  Her contributions have created deep 
roots with far reaching effects in the community of Elizabethtown as a whole.  Her nurturing 
spirit has developed the lifelong devotion of many who think of her as a second mother and 
mentor. 

After graduating from Eastern Kentucky University, Mrs. Durbin taught health and 
physical education at Elizabethtown High School (EHS) from 1963 to 1989. Her advice endeared 
her to students long after graduation from EHS.  Even today, it is common to hear comments 
like, “Mrs. Durbin was always one of my favorite teachers,” or “I’ll never forget when Mrs. 
Durbin helped me…”   

Mrs. Durbin was respected among the faculty because of her professionalism, wisdom, 
and commitment to “do what is right.”  Her calm demeanor, “horse sense,” and objectivity 
carried into the community as well during her many years of service in local government.   

In 1974, she was elected to Elizabethtown City Council. Her willingness to make changes 
in the best interest of the community was one of the main reasons that she was elected as Mayor 
in 1989. Her favorite accomplishment was initiating “Christmas in the Park” at Freeman Lake.  
She has served on many boards including First Citizens Bank, Louisville Community Board, and 
the Elizabethtown Educational Foundation.  Nominated by American Mothers, she won 1998 
Kentucky Mother of the Year and her children feel there was not a more deserving person.   

On a personal level, family and God have always been top priorities for Mrs. Durbin.  As 
a mother and grandmother, she has guided her family with strong principles and integrity. She 
has always had a strong moral compass and provided direction to others. Her Bible was, and still 
is, a consistent read. 

Mrs. Durbin has created a ripple effect that will forever be a part of Elizabethtown and 
Hardin County.  Her contributions have staying power.   
 

 





Judge Ken M. Howard graduated from EHS in 1973. He received his B.S. from the 
University of Kentucky and his J.D. from the University of Louisville School of Law. From 
1980-1996, he was a partner in four law firms in Hardin County.  In 1982, Judge Howard 
became the Senior Assistant Hardin County Attorney and held that position until he was elected 
Hardin County Attorney in 1989.  He served the community as Hardin County Attorney until 
2007 when he was elected Hardin Circuit Judge.  

While serving as Hardin County Attorney, Judge Howard was instrumental in obtaining 
and preparing the Glendale megasite for economic development, reforming local DUI 
prosecution in Hardin County, working with our community local mental health programs to 
initiate treatment and education for DUI offenders, and setting up restitution programs for crime 
victims in Hardin County.  As Circuit Court Judge he has invested many hours and efforts in 
felony Drug Court, changing the lives of offenders and putting them on a path to sobriety. Every 
Hardin County Drug Court graduate publically and personally thanks Judge Howard for the 
investment he has made in his or her life. Judge Howard is a member of the Hardin 
County Bar Association, the Kentucky Bar Association, the American Bar Association and has 
served on the Board of Directors for the Kentucky County Attorney’s Association. He 
was appointed to the Commonwealth of Kentucky Child Support Enforcement Commission in 
1995 by Governor Jones and served there until 1999.  

Judge Howard has many personal accomplishments as well as professional. He is a 
past president of the Elizabethtown Rotary Club and served on the Board of Directors for the 
Elizabethtown-Hardin County Industrial Foundation, as Program Chair of Law & Justice 
Day for Leadership Elizabethtown.  He has served on multiple Hardin County Chambers of 
Commerce (Elizabethtown, Vine Grove, & North Hardin) as member of the Board of 
Directors for the Hardin County Schools Ed Foundation and received the Bell Award from 
Hardin County Schools in 2004.  In addition, Judge Howard is married to Lisa and is the father 
of three adult children. In recent years, Judge Howard and his wife have travelled to Haiti with 
their church, Memorial United Methodist, to assist Haitians in water and building projects. 
His influence is local, statewide and international. 
 

 





                                                                                    
Dr. Gary O. Inman graduated from EHS in 1968 and from the U of L School of Dentistry in 

1976.  He continued his education completing a residency program in Orthodontics in 1978.  He has 
practiced Orthodontics in Elizabethtown since graduation and currently practices with his oldest son, 
Dr. Greg Inman and with Dr. Thomas Baldwin, both of whom are also EHS graduates.  Their practice 
has offices in Elizabethtown, Glasgow, and Campbellsville. 

While attending EHS, Dr. Inman lettered in three sports:  football, baseball, and basketball.  The 
1968 Panther football team was undefeated in the regular season and finished as state runners-up.  Dr. 
Inman was voted to the All-State team as quarterback and inducted into the EHS Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2014.  He was awarded a full scholarship to play football at U of L and played quarterback and 
safety while in college.  He was voted Most Outstanding Senior in 1971 and was inducted into the U of 
L Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001.   

Dr. Inman currently serves as the Southern Trustee to the American Association of 
Orthodontists.  The country is divided into eight regional associations with the Pacific and Southern 
associations being the largest.  He will service as President of the AAO in 2019-2020.  Having served 
organized Orthodontics for his entire career, he has worked tirelessly to maintain the profession for the 
betterment of all patients, doctors, and staff members.   

After holding every other state and regional office, he served as President of the Southern 
Association of Orthodontists in 2002.  He went on to represent orthodontists in Washington D.C. for 
eight years, all while providing the best possible treatment for the people of Central Kentucky.  Dr. 
Inman also serves on the board of South Central Bank.  He is married to the former Susie Blair, also a 
1968 EHS graduate, and they have three sons and six grandchildren. 

        
 





Dr. Tao Le graduated from EHS in 1987 and from Centre College as co-valedictorian in 
1991. He then earned his medical degree at the University of California, San Francisco. He 
trained in internal medicine at Yale-New Haven Hospital and completed an allergy and 
immunology fellowship and a masters in health sciences at Johns Hopkins University.  Dr. Le is 
an internationally recognized medical educator, physician executive and seasoned entrepreneur. 
He possesses deep experience in medical education, health informatics, and medical practice 
management. Dr. Le was born in Vietnam and immigrated to the US at an early age. Dr. Le has 
authored or edited over 40 textbooks that have been used by nearly 2 million physicians and 
medical students worldwide. He is also section chief of allergy and immunology in the 
University of Louisville Department of Medicine where he pursues his interests in asthma and 
medical education research. He was co-founder and Chief Medical Officer for Medsn, a medical 
communications technology company servicing Fortune 500 pharmaceutical and device 
companies. He is currently founder and CEO of ScholarRx, a medical e-learning company, and 
serves on the boards of Centre College and the Hardin Memorial Hospital Foundation. 

 





Dr. Danny Penick, M.D., F.A.C.C. graduated from EHS in 1972.  He received an M.D. 
from the University of Louisville School of Medicine in 1980.  He completed Internal Medicine 
training at Tulane University in New Orleans, La., and General and Interventional Cardiology 
fellowships at St. Louis University.   

He has held the academic position of assistant professor at Tulane University and St. 
Louis University, serving as Director of the Department of Internal Medicine, and Director of the 
Internal Medicine training program at one of Tulane’s affiliated teaching hospitals.  While at St. 
Louis University he served as Director of Cardiac Rehabilitation Services at St. Louis University 
Hospital, and as Director of the Outpatient Pacemaker Clinic at John Cochran V.A. Medical 
Center.   

Teaching continues to be a major passion for Dr. Penick.  He was chosen as teacher of 
the year in the St. Louis University Cardiology Division in 1992.  He continues to serve as 
adjunct clinical instructor with the Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences 
proctoring medical students, as well as serving as a clinical preceptor for allied health students at 
Ozarks Technical College in Springfield, Mo. 

He presently is in private practice as an interventional cardiologist at the Wheeler Heart 
and Vascular Center in Springfield, Mo., where he has been selected as one of the top 
cardiologists in the region on multiple occasions.   

He has served on the Board of Directors for Heartlight Ministries, in Longview, Texas, a 
Christian-based residential counseling program for struggling teens and their families.  He also 
served on the Board of Directors for the Missouri Performing Arts Center in Springfield, 
Missouri, including serving as Chairman of the Board, a center committed to creating 
opportunities for young people of all backgrounds to learn and participate in the performing arts 
regardless of their financial or social circumstance. 

He is active in his home church, The Venues of Springfield, Mo., which was recently 
recognized as having the #1 community outreach mission in the city of Springfield by 
Springfield’s Council of Churches.  He has been active in mission work, serving on multiple 
mission trips to Nicaragua. 
 





Mr. Bob Swope graduated from EHS in 1966.  The Swopes originally moved to 
Kentucky in 1952 when his father bought a small Dodge dealership in Winchester and the same 
year his uncle bought a dealership in Elizabethtown.  Mr. Swope’s family came to Elizabethtown 
in 1961 and he entered the 8th grade at Morningside, not excited at all about having to make a 
whole new set of friends. 

Mr. Swope’s trombone afforded him the opportunity to join the EHS band as an 8th 
grader, as they were desperately in need of trombone players.  His EHS years were filled with 
activities like the Latin Club, Beta Club, band president, and junior and senior class presidencies.  
Band was his favorite subject through high school and college.  He found many lasting 
friendships there, but it was zoology lab at Miami University where he met Jan Cassidy, the love 
of his life.  Fate placed them together as lab partners and they fell in love dissecting a fetal pig. 
They have been married since July 24, 1971, and have one daughter, Joy, and two 
granddaughters, Palmer and Chatham.   

With a B.S. in business from Miami University Mr. Swope followed his father and uncle 
into the car business, working for dealerships in Indianapolis and Bowling Green, before 
returning home to Elizabethtown.  With help from his family, he purchased the old Dusty 
Rhodes Ford dealership in 1975 and at the age of 27, became the youngest Ford dealer in the 
country.  Mr. Swope has been active in the community through Rotary, Boy Scouts, the Chamber 
of Commerce, Leadership Elizabethtown, the Red Cross, United Way, and many others.  He has 
attended First Presbyterian Church since 1961 and has served as youth leader, deacon, elder, 
trustee, and choir member. 

Mr. Swope operated Bob Swope Ford for 41 years and just recently sold the business to 
his brother Carl.  He is busier than ever with many passions including traveling with 
granddaughters, singing harmony in the Heart of Kentucky Men’s Chorus, and leading the 
Living Waters Guatemala Project Team, a project sponsored by the Elizabethtown Rotary Club, 
First Presbyterian Church, and Mount Zion Baptist Church, which shares the gift of clean water 
in remote mountain villages of Guatemala which have no access to clean water. 
 





Mr. Carl Swope graduated from EHS in 1975.  He is the only member of the Bill Swope 
family than can claim Kentucky as his home state.  To paraphrase his late uncle Sam Swope, in 
explaining how the family ended up in the car business in Kentucky, “The rest are all 
carpetbaggers from the north.”  Moving from Winchester to Elizabethtown with his family at 4 
years old, Carl says, “I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the family that raised me here, the 
many community leaders that mentored me here, and the Elizabethtown City School system that 
educated me here …to the extent I was willing.” 

 Carl earned a degree in Business Administration from Indiana University where he 
roomed with a fellow Morningside Elementary School friend, Doug Kaderabek, which proved to 
be providential as Doug’s sister, Anne, turned Carl’s head and won his heart.  They were married 
shortly after graduation.  Carl’s business career began with the Sam Swope Auto Group in 
Louisville.  In 1986 he was given the opportunity to lead what today is known as the Swope 
Family of Dealerships which has consistently earned the manufacturers’ most distinguished 
recognitions, including the Toyota President’s Award, Chrysler Five Star Award, Ford Blue 
Oval, among many others.  Carl has served his fellow dealers on both the Chrysler and Toyota 
National Dealer Councils, including chairing Toyota’s council in 2012.  He also serves as a 
director of the Kentucky Automobile Dealers Association (KADA).  Most recently, Carl was 
nominated for the Time Magazine, Dealer of the Year award and will represent the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky in that capacity at the National Automobile Dealer Association 
convention in February 2017. 

Following the example set by his father, Carl has served our community on numerous 
boards and projects.  Early in his adult life, he discovered the impact of Habitat for Humanity in 
people’s lives and joined the local affiliate.  He served as President of the Board of Directors, as 
well as the board of Kentucky Habitat working to bring the 1997 Jimmy Carter Work Project to 
Eastern Kentucky.  He is a Rotary Club Paul Harris Fellow, has served on the Elizabethtown 
Hardin County Industrial Foundation and chaired the Tocqueville Campaign for United Way.  
Currently, Carl serves on the Elizabethtown Tourism Commission, the Elizabethtown Airport 
Board and is a member of the President’s Circle of the Hardin County Chamber.  Carl led the 
initial fundraising campaign for the Historic State Theater and recently has joined a group of 
investors in bringing new life and energy into our historic downtown district.  

Whatever his professional and community accomplishments have been, Carl’s family 
gives him the most pride and satisfaction.  He says, “My wife, Anne, is an amazing woman who 
gives constantly of her time and treasure in ways few will ever see or know about.”  Together, 
they have raised three wonderful children, all of whom received their primary and secondary 
education in the Elizabethtown Independent Schools. 

 





 R. R. “Babe” Thomas graduated from EHS in 1939.  He entered the U.S. Navy for 
service in World War II, serving in New Guinea and the Philippines.  He served over three years 
and was discharged in February 1946.  For the next 10 years, he partnered with his brother, Mack 
Thomas, in the operation of Thomas Poultry and Egg Company which was then located on 
Central Avenue in Elizabethtown.  In 1956, Babe accepted the position of Director of Kentucky 
Veterans Agency, having become known statewide for his own activity in veterans’ affairs 
following his own military service. 
 After four years with the Veterans Agency, Babe returned to Elizabethtown to the Poultry 
and Egg Business.  He was elected to the office of Hardin County Clerk in 1961 and re-elected in 
1965.  In 1969, he was elected County Judge, the office title changing to Judge Executive during 
his tenure, and served as Judge Executive from 1970 – 1989, choosing not to run again. 
 Regarding Babe’s many years in public service Ben Sheroan, editor of The News-
Enterprise, wrote the following about Judge Thomas on November 4, 2011, “Judge 
Thomas…repeatedly demonstrated an adherence to his morals and principals.”  In another 
column on September 1, 2013, following Babe’s passing, Sheroan wrote, “He was a straight 
shooter.  He told you what he thought – often in elegantly phrased statements – and stuck by his 
opinions.  He was a leader first and a politician second,” and, “His fiscal conservatism was 
influenced during his youth in the Great Depression.  His love of community and country was 
shaped as a recent Elizabethtown High School graduate when America joined World War II.  His 
life reflects much of what is so great about what we now call the Greatest Generation.  He was 
devoted to serving others and to family.”   

And again, on October 25, 2015, regarding the declaration of the R.R. Thomas 
Government Building downtown as surplus property, the editorial board of The News Enterprise 
wrote, “R.R. ‘Babe’ Thomas was a careful man with a dollar.  Particularly when he was handling 
taxpayer dollars.  Whether it was cautiously watching over the county’s spending or turning 
aside unnecessary federal grants, Thomas had a well-justified reputation as a fiscal 
conservative…Known for his trademark bow ties and extensive vocabulary, Thomas’ many 
accomplishments have been forgotten in some circles.  But his cordial, but firm, nature, sense of 
fairness and ever-faithful service helped ensure the development and growth of Hardin County.  
He should not be forgotten.” 

 





 Arthur Meredith Walters graduated from Bond-Washington High School in 1939.  He 
was a social services administrator who is most recognized for his role as the Louisville Urban 
League’s (LUL) Executive Director from 1970-1987.  He joined the LUL, an affiliate of the 
National Urban League, in 1963 as their Director of Job Development and Employment; and 
from 1963 to 1987 he worked tirelessly in creating employment, housing, and educational 
opportunities previously denied minorities.  He wrote the nationally recognized on-the-job 
training program for the League to assist the under-skilled and under-privileged in finding 
employment.  This signature program helped to persuade Kentucky and area companies to hire, 
train, and recruit black workers.  It became a model training program that was used throughout 
the network of League affiliates.  He was a catalyst for change in desegregation, equal housing, 
job opportunities for minorities, innovations in program services, and a champion of race 
relations. 
 Walters was born in Magnolia, Kentucky to the union of Tom and Mabel Walters.  His 
early upbringing and influences instilled in him the love, importance, and strength of family and 
was the foundation for all of his future success.  He was a veteran of World War II and the 
Korean War, earning the Bronze Star of Heroism, Medal of Merit, WWII Victory Medal, and the 
Soldier’s Medal of Bravery.  He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after a 20 year military career.  
Throughout his life, he earned an impressive 100+ honors.  He was widely respected for his 
sincerity, honesty, and unwavering commitment to his community.  In February 2012, he was 
posthumously inducted as the 53rd honoree to the Gallery of Great Black Kentuckians, sponsored 
by the Kentucky Human Rights Commission. 
 In 2014, his family launched The Arthur M. Walters Bridge Builders Project 
(AMWBBP), coordinating an annual Benefit Concert that continues to honor his legacy and that 
of his wife of 55 ½ years, Noralee.  Proceeds from the concert are distributed to reflect Walters’ 
values and  his life’s work; ensuring that his ideals and dedicated life of service lives on in the 
hearts of his family and his community that he so dearly loved. 
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